Here's a short introduction to stamp collecting for beginners:

" Getting Started with Stamp Collecting

What Is It?

Stamp collecting — formally known as philately — is more than just a hobby. It's a journey
through history, culture, politics, art, and communication. Every postage stamp tells a story: a
nation's identity, a historical moment, a technological breakthrough, or a cultural celebration.

Why Try It?

Stamp collecting is a fun and absorbing hobby that explores history, geography, art, and politics.
It can be a therapeutic activity or an opportunity to meet like-minded people and join clubs and
societies. Best of all, you can launch this new pastime without large upfront investments —

beginning stamp collectors can avoid the stereotypical high price tag often associated with the
hobby.

A Brief History

The first stamp was produced in Great Britain in 1840 and is known as the Penny Black. This
small piece of paper changed the way we sent post and was extremely popular. Collectors have
been hooked ever since.

Choosing a Focus

The first step in building a stamp collection is deciding on a specific focus. Whether it's based on
country, theme, or historical period, this initial choice will help narrow down your options and
make collecting more manageable. The possibilities are endless — you might collect stamps
from one country, or stamps focused on a single theme, from cats to aeroplanes. It may be best to
start with a broader theme and then narrow it down to an area you enjoy.

Essential Tips

o Handle with care — try to handle your stamps as little as possible; use tweezers instead
of fingers.

e Use an album — mounting stamps in an album is the best way to organize and protect
your collection.

o Keep learning — identifying stamps is a skill honed over a lifetime of collecting; you
never stop learning.



& Useful Resources for Beginners

Resource Description

America's national stamp society, offering membership benefits
including seminars, online courses, mentor programs, and access to
special publications.

American Philatelic
Society

Smithsonian National A rich archive of postal history, stamp stories, and collector

Postal Museum guidance.

The Postal Museum (UK) A well-rounded introduction covering tools, storage, and how to find
— Beginner's Guide your niche.

Stamps Forever — How to A USPS-affiliated guide to starting a collection, with info on stamp
Start shows and clubs.

Mystic Stamp Discovery Practical tips on identifying, organizing, and valuing stamps, plus a
Center free ID service.

A step-by-step beginner's guide covering tools, storage, and common

Stamp Collecting Hub mistakes to avoid.

If you're interested in learning more about stamp collecting (philately), these YouTube channels
and videos are among the most frequently recommended by collectors and philatelic
organizations. (YouTube)

Beginner-Friendly Videos

Topic Link

Dealer's Insights: Valuing a Stamp Collection Watch Video
(Links may change over time; the search link will locate the current video.)

Recommended YouTube Channels

1. Exploring Stamps
o Hosted by Graham Beck.
o Excellent beginner tutorials, stamp history, collecting techniques, and show visits.
o Widely recommended by the philatelic community and the American Philatelic
Society. (stamps.org)
2. Ken's Stamp Collection
o Strong focus on identification, sorting, and specialized collecting. (The Digital
Philatelist)
3. Stamp Sleuth
o Great for beginners and families.
o Covers postmarks, perfins, covers, and worldwide collecting. (The Digital
Philatelist)



https://stamps.org/
https://stamps.org/
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/
https://www.postalmuseum.org/blog/beginners-guide-to-stamp-collecting/
https://www.postalmuseum.org/blog/beginners-guide-to-stamp-collecting/
https://www.stampsforever.com/resources/collection
https://www.stampsforever.com/resources/collection
https://info.mysticstamp.com/learn/how-do-i-start-stamp-collecting-a-beginners-guide-to-collecting-postage-stamps/
https://info.mysticstamp.com/learn/how-do-i-start-stamp-collecting-a-beginners-guide-to-collecting-postage-stamps/
https://stampcollectinghub.com/how-to-start-stamp-collecting/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkeSM6aOWfaUPIGb5rPOGyA?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Dealer%27s+Insights+Valuing+a+Stamp+Collection+Exploring+Stamps&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/@ExploringStamps?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://stamps.org/News/News-Archives/c/start-collecting/cat/beginner-video/post/stamp-collecting?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Ken%27s+Stamp+Collection+YouTube&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://thedigitalphilatelist.com/youtube/kens-stamp-collection/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://thedigitalphilatelist.com/youtube/kens-stamp-collection/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Stamp+Sleuth+YouTube&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://thedigitalphilatelist.com/youtube/stamp-sleuth/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://thedigitalphilatelist.com/youtube/stamp-sleuth/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

4. Great Stamp Adventure

o A newer collector sharing the learning process.

o Especially useful for those returning to the hobby. (The Digital Philatelist)
5. The Stamp Channel

o Covers collecting basics and specialized philatelic topics. (The Digital Philatelist)

Popular Educational Videos

The History & Future of Stamp Collecting (stamps.org)
Collecting Perfins (YouTube)

Postmarks & Cancels (YouTube)

Most Valuable Stamps (YouTube)

Top Dead Countries to Collect (YouTube)

The Rare Inverted Jenny Stamp (YouTube)


https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Great+Stamp+Adventure+YouTube&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://thedigitalphilatelist.com/youtube/great-stamp-adventure/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Stamp+Channel+Jurgen+Gottinger+YouTube&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://thedigitalphilatelist.com/youtube/the-stamp-channel/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://stamps.org/News/News-Archives/c/start-collecting/cat/beginner-video/post/the-history-future-of-stamp-collecting?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkeSM6aOWfaUPIGb5rPOGyA?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkeSM6aOWfaUPIGb5rPOGyA?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkeSM6aOWfaUPIGb5rPOGyA?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkeSM6aOWfaUPIGb5rPOGyA?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkeSM6aOWfaUPIGb5rPOGyA?utm_source=chatgpt.com

